Carcinoma of the fallopian tube. A clinical and histopathologic review. The Radiumhemmet series.
A histopathologic and clinical review of the Radiumhemmet series of primary fallopian tube carcinoma (PFTC) treated from 1923 to 1991 revealed that 128 cases fulfilled the diagnostic criteria for PFTC. These cases were staged according to the new FIGO staging rules for PFTC. Survival was studied with respect to prognostic factors such as age, stage, histologic subgroups, degree of differentiation and mode of treatment. The mean age at diagnosis was 56 years. Seventy-four per cent were found to be in stage Ia-IIa and 26 % in stage III-IV. Forty-five per cent were nulliparous and 22 % had evidence of previous pelvic inflammatory disease. Treatment modalities changed during the studied period. Thirty-three per cent of patients underwent surgery with total abdominal hysterectomy and bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy while 67 % were incompletely operated. A trend towards improvement in results was noticed-however, it was not statistically significant. Among the 14 prognostic variables tested in the multivariate analysis the first in rank were stage (P = 0.001) and degree of differentiation of the tumors (P = 0.070). Patients receiving chemotherapy had superior survival rates compared with those without chemotherapy (P = 0.0006) and patients with cisplatinum-containing chemotherapy did better than those without cisplatin.